PEAR TREE PRAYER TREE
Today, as part of our cycle of prayer, we pray for all those
who live in Cypress Avenue and Defender Road;
Messy Church;
our Church Flower Arrangers.
In your prayers today, please remember the bereaved and the housebound, all
those known to you who may be ill at home or in
hospital and all those who care for them.
In particular, please continue to pray for the Ockelford family, Marie Warr,
Les Beard, Dave and Joanne Isaacs, Win Stead, Mary Stone,
Rosemary Nutburn, Arthur Collins, Mary Hallerton, John Burrows, Bethany
Mullen, Jenna Harmer, Jim Inglis, Bill Kerr, Lewis Joy,
John and Pauline Hodgson, Alan and Margaret Harding and Teri Delves.
OPEN CHURCH .... will commence again 1.00 - 4.00 p.m. every Wednesday
from the beginning of May. If you would like to join the rota, please contact
Jim or Jean Inglis (80252292).
PARISH MAGAZINE .... The April/May (Easter) edition is now available on the
table. Please help yourself to a copy.

MESSY CHURCH Tuesday 11th
April 10.30 a.m. in the Church Hall.
Refreshments provided. Free entry,
but donations appreciated. Ring Anne
Gerrard (80433820) to book.
QUIZ NIGHT with Fish and Chip
Supper, Saturday 29th April
7.30 p.m. in the Church Hall. Full
details in the parish magazine.

EASTER LILIES
We would like to fill the church with
lilies again at Easter. Would you like to
sponsor a lily in memory of a relative
or friend? Cost £2.50. Please put your
payment in an envelope marked with
your name and the name of
your relative or friend and
give to Liz Spencer-Fleet by
today, Sunday 9th April.

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
11.30 a.m. Sunday 30th April in the Church Hall

At this meeting officers and a new Parochial Church Council
will be elected for the coming year. The PCC needs people
who are willing to become involved in the day to day running
of the Church. A nomination form is available on the Church
notice board.
Please sign up if you would like to stand for election.

Please note - to stand (or to vote at the meeting), you must be on the
Electoral Roll of the Church. For further information, please speak to Jean
Inglis, our Electoral Roll Officer (tel. 80252292).
Also ... If you have been asked to provide a report for the Annual Report, it
would be appreciated if you would give this to Doris Pratt as soon as

AT PEAR TREE CHURCH WE AIM TO LOVE
GOD AND OUR NEIGHBOURS
The Purpose of the Church in Pear Tree is to
provide a place of worship where all people are
welcome and encouraged to experience God’s
love in faith and prayer; where we will reach out
as witnesses to discover the needs of the local
and wider communities using our gifts and
resources and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit

SUNDAY
9th
APRIL
2017
PALM
SUNDAY

Priest-in-Charge - Revd Miles Newton, 117 Swift Road, Woolston SO19 9ER
 023 80441124

10.00 a.m.

PARISH COMMUNION
- Revd John Hodgson
Hymns:

MP 580, 790, 242, 457

Readings:

Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 27:11-54
See overleaf

INTRODUCTORY SENTENCE
“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate
asked. They all answered, “Crucify him!” (Matthew 27:22)
COLLECT
Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer
death upon the cross: grant that we may follow the example of his patience
and humility, and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
POST COMMUNION
Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and in
obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give us the mind to follow you
and to proclaim you as Lord and King, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR REFRESHMENTS IN THE
CHURCH HALL AFTER THE 10.00 a.m. SERVICE

Philippians 2:5-11
In your relationships with one another, have the same
SUNDAY
mindset as Christ Jesus: who, being in very nature God,
READINGS
did not consider equality with God something to be used to
his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross!
Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Matthew 27:11-54
Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him,
“Are you the king of the Jews?”
“You have said so,” Jesus replied.
When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no
answer. Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are
bringing against you?” But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single
charge, to the great amazement of the governor.
Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner
chosen by the crowd. At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose
name was Jesus Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate
asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he knew it was out of
self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him.
While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this
message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have
suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.”
But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for
Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.
“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor.
“Barabbas,” they answered.
“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate
asked.
They all answered, “Crucify him!”
“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”
When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar
was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I
am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”
All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!”
Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and
handed him over to be crucified.
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered

the whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it
on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of
him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him,
and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. After they
had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him.
Then they led him away to crucify him.
As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and
they forced him to carry the cross. They came to a place called Golgotha
(which means “the place of the skull”). There they offered Jesus wine to
drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. When they
had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots. And sitting
down, they kept watch over him there. Above his head they placed the
written charge against him: this is Jesus, the king of the Jews.
Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.
Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and
saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days,
save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” In
the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders
mocked him. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s
the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will
believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him,
for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” In the same way the rebels who were
crucified with him also heaped insults on him.
From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land.
About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?”).
When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling
Elijah.”
Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine
vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said,
“Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”
And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke open. The
bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came
out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and
appeared to many people.
When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the
earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed,
“Surely he was the Son of God!”

