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Any views or opinions expressed in this publication, unless specifically  
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CONTENTS 

At Pear Tree Church WE AIM to love God and our neighbours. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

THE PURPOSE of the Church in Pear Tree is to provide a place of worship  
where all people are welcome and encouraged to experience Godôs love in  
faith and prayer; where we will reach out as witnesses to discover the needs  
of the local and wider communities using our gifts and resources and proclaim  

the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Revd Miles Newton (Tel. 80441124) is Priest-in-Charge of Pear Tree Church 
and Vicar of St. Markôs Church, Woolston 
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Dear Friends  

At the time of writing we are in that time of Penance and Fasting. That time between Ash 

Wednesday and Easter Saturday. We know this time as LENT. This time leads up to our 

Risen Lord, Easter Sunday .....  so, what that means to us is that it is our time to await 

and prepare ourselves to receive the message, which has been proclaimed over the 

ages, that Jesus will show to all His resurrection, to prove to all that we, also, will share in 

that day to come. 

So how do we ourselves prepare?  Fasting or pay our penance? Many give up something 

that is a pleasure in their lives: sweets, alcohol or certain meals, etc.,  but there are no 

written set ways. The route to take is something which you and you alone know and, 

which ever route you take, you are taking it in preparation of payment of your own 

penance during this time. 

However, if you have had good intentions from Ash Wednesday but have fallen short, do 

not be ashamed and feel guilty. You have tried and God knows of your intentions and 

your failings and understands them. 

My message to you all at this time is to look forward to Easter because you know in your 

heart that during this Lent you have tried your best to achieve your own goal. 

Some will achieve and some will fail, but each and every one will have served in some 

way. 

Enjoy your Easter. 

 

Keith Sydenham  

Lay Minister (Emeritus)  
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SUN 2 APR  

 10.00 a.m. 
11.15 a.m. 
12.30 p.m. 

Parish Communion 
Mawundo Mission Table in the Church Hall 
Baptism in the Church 

   

TUE 4 APR 9.30 a.m. 
7.30 p.m. 

Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 
Order of Night Service (Compline) in the Church - all welcome 

   

WED 5 APR 7.30 p.m. JOINT LENT COURSE AT WOOLSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   

SAT 8 APR 10.30 a.m. Easter Family Activities in the Library, Centenary Quay - see page 18 

   

   

SUN 9 APR  

 10.00 a.m. Parish Communion 

   

MON 10 APR 10.00 a.m. Crafty Coffee Morning in the Church Hall - all welcome 

   

TUE 11 APR 10.30 a.m. Messy Church in the Church Hall - see page 19 

   

THU 13 APR  

 7.30 p.m. Worship Together with St. Markôs Church at Pear Tree Church 

   

FRI 14 APR  

 10.00 a.m. 
 
 
 

2.00 p.m. 

Churches Together in Itchen Family Service at St. Patrickôs Church, 
Woolston, followed by ...... 
Procession of Witness to Pear Tree Green, a short service on the 
Green, followed by fellowship in the Church Hall - all welcome 
Hour at the Cross - Worship Together at St. Markôs Church 

   

SAT 15 APR  

 8.00 p.m. Service of Light 

   

SUN 16 APR  

 7.00 a.m. 
 

10.00 a.m. 

Sunrise Service on Weston Shore with the Salvation Army Band,  
followed by breakfast at Weston Church Hall 
Parish Communion 

   

TUE 18 APR 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 

   

SUN 23 APR  

 10.00 a.m. Parish Worship 

   

MON 24 APR 10.00 a.m. Crafty Coffee Morning in the Church Hall - all welcome 

   

TUE 25 APR 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 

   

WED 26 APR 7.15 p.m. Pastoral Prayer meeting in the Church - see page 13 

   

SAT 29 APR 7.30 p.m. Quiz with Fish and Chip Supper in the Church Hall - see page 19 

   

SUN 30 APR  

 10.00 a.m. 
11.30 a.m. 
2.00 p.m. 

 

Parish Communion 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting in the Church Hall - see page 12 
Baptism in the Church 

   April Diary                    
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TUE 2 MAY 9.30 a.m. 
7.30 p.m. 

Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 
Order of Night Service (Compline) in the Church - all welcome 

   

WED 3 MAY 1.00-4.00 p.m. OPEN CHURCH 

   

SAT 6 MAY 10.30 a.m. Jumble Sale in the Church Hall - see page 19 

   

SUN 7 MAY  

 10.00 a.m. 
11.15 a.m. 

Parish Communion 
Mawundo Mission Table in the Church Hall 

   

MON 8 MAY 10.00 a.m. Crafty Coffee Morning in the Church Hall - all welcome 

   

TUE 9 MAY 9.30 a.m. 
7.00 p.m. 
8.00 p.m. 

Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 
Standing Committee meeting in Woolston Community Centre 
Joint Standing Committee meeting in Woolston Community Centre 

   

WED 10 MAY 1.00-4.00 p.m. OPEN CHURCH 

   

SUN 14 MAY  

 10.00 a.m. Parish Communion 

   

TUE 16 MAY 9.30 a.m. 
7.00 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. 

Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 
Holy Communion in the Church for the new PCC 
PCC meeting in the Hall Committee Room 

   

WED 17 MAY 1.00-4.00 p.m. OPEN CHURCH 

   

FRI 19 MAY 6.00 p.m. Family Fun Night in the Church Hall - see page 19 

   

SAT 20 MAY 2.00 p.m. Wedding in the Church 

   

SUN 21 MAY  

 11.00 a.m. 
 

3.00 p.m. 

Worship Together with St. Markôs Church at Pear Tree Church, 
followed by Christian Aid Lunch in the Church Hall - see page 16 
Baptisms in the Church 

   

MON 22 MAY 10.00 a.m. Crafty Coffee Morning in the Church Hall - all welcome 

   

TUE 23 MAY 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 

   

WED 24 MAY 1.00-4.00 p.m. OPEN CHURCH 

   

THU 25 MAY  

 7.30 p.m. Worship Together at  
St. Markôs Church 

   

SUN 28 MAY  

 10.00 a.m. Parish Worship 

   

TUE 30 MAY 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the Church 
 - all welcome 

   

WED 31 MAY 1.00-4.00 p.m. OPEN CHURCH 

   May Diary                      

OPEN CHURCH 
 

Commencing 3rd May,  
Pear Tree Church will be 
open 1.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m. 
every Wednesday during the 

summer months. 
If you have not been inside 
our church before, please 
feel free to drop in and have 
a look around, have a chat, 

or sit quietly. 
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A GUIDE TO HOLY WEEK 

9th April - Palm Sunday:  Jesus at the gates of Jerusalem 
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, when the Church remembers how Jesus arrived 
at the gates of Jerusalem just a few days before the Passover was due to be held. He 
was the Messiah come to his own people in their capital city, and yet he came in 
humility, riding on a young donkey, not in triumph, riding on a war-horse. 

As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave him a rapturous welcome, throwing palm fronds into his 
path. They knew his reputation as a healer, and welcomed him. But sadly the welcome was short-
lived and shallow, for Jerusalem would soon reject her Messiah, and put him to death. On this day 
churches worldwide will distribute little crosses made from palm fronds in memory of Jesusô arrival in 
Jerusalem. 

 

13th April - Maundy Thursday: time to wash feet 
Maundy Thursday is famous for two things. The first is one of the 
final acts that Jesus did before his death: the washing of his own 
disciplesô feet. (see John 13) Jesus washed his disciplesô feet for a 
purpose: ñA new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one another.ò His disciples were to 
love through service, not domination, of one another. 

In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ómandatum novum do vobisô. The word ómundyô is thus 
a corruption of the Latin ómandatumô (or command). The ceremony of the ówashing of the feetô of 
members of the congregation came to be an important part of the liturgy (regular worship) of the 
medieval church, symbolising the humility of the clergy, in obedience to the example of Christ. 

But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus first introduced the Lordôs 
Supper, or what we nowadays call Holy Communion. Jesus and his close friends had met in a secret 
upper room to share the Passover meal together - for the last time. And there Jesus transformed the 
Passover into the Lordôs Supper, saying, óthis is my bodyô and óthis is my bloodô as he, the Lamb of 
God, prepared to die for the sins of the whole world. Johnôs gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper 
took place the evening BEFORE the regular Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at the same 
time that the Passover lambs were killed. 

 

14th April - Good Friday: the day the Son of God died for you 
Good Friday is the day on which Jesus died on the cross. He was crucified at 9 am in the morning, 
and died six hours later, at 3 pm. It is the most solemn day in the Christian year, and is widely marked 
by the removal of all decorations from churches. In Lutheran churches, the day was marked by the 
reading of the passion narrative in a gospel, a practice which lies behind the ópassionsô composed by 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 ï 1750). Both the St Matthew Passion and the St John Passion have 
their origins in this observance of Good Friday. 

The custom of observing a period of three hoursô devotion from 12 midday to 3 pm 
on Good Friday goes back to the 18th century. The óThree Hours of the Crossô often 
take the form of an extended meditation on the óSeven Last Words from the Crossô, 
with periods of silence, prayer, or hymn-singing. 

 

16th April - Easter Day:  the most joyful day of the year 
Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has died for our sins. We are forgiven. 
Christ has risen! We are redeemed! We can look forward to an eternity in his joy! Hallelujah! 

The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can explain it to someone in a few 
minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of their lives they will be still be ógrowingô in their Christian 
walk with God. 

Why does the date move around so much? Because the date of Passover moves around, and 
according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the Passover. Passover celebrates the Israelitesô 

exodus from Egypt and it lasts for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew 
month of Nisan, which equates to late March or early April. 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to come 
up with firm dates for Good Friday: Friday 7 April 30 AD or Friday 3 April, 33 AD, 
with Easter Day falling two days later. Modern scholars continue to think these 
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We begin Holy Week with our usual Palm Sunday service at 10.00 a.m. on 9th April; 
our Maundy Thursday service will be held at 7.30 p.m. on 13th April in Pear Tree. 

 

This year, our Good Friday Service will be held at 10.00 a.m. at St. Patrickõs 
Church, Woolston, followed by a Procession of Witness through Woolston to Pear 
Tree Green for a short service and hot cross buns in Pear Tree Church Hall.  

 

This will be followed by a Service of Devotion at 2.00 p.m. in St. Markõs  Church. 
 

Our Easter events will continue with the Service of Light at 8.00 p.m. at Pear Tree , the 
Sunrise Service at 7.00 a.m. on Weston Shore on Easter Day with the Salvation Army 

Band, breakfast in Weston Church Hall,  followed by our traditional service in Pear Tree at 
10.00 a.m. 

 

In addition, there will be Easter family 
activities, 10.30 a.m. - 12.00 p.m. on 
Saturday 8th April in the new Library in 
Centenary Quay, Woolston, at which all are 

welcome. 
 

At this special time of the year, as part of your 
Christian journey, please take the time to join as 
many of these events as you can as we follow Jesus 

on the way to the cross. 

EASTER EVENTS IN 
     PEAR TREE CHURCH 

Easter is traditionally a 
time for  

EASTER BONNETS 
and we will be ending our 

Easter celebrations with an 
 

EASTER BONNET PARADE 
 

at our 10.00 a.m. service on 
Easter Day, Sunday 16th April, 
when we hope that everyone, men, 
women and children, will come along in 
their best Easter hats and help us to 

celebrate the risen Christ. 

EASTER LILIES 
 

The hope is to fill the church with lilies again at Easter. Would you 
like to sponsor a lily in memory of a relative or friend? Cost: Ã2.50. 
Please put your payment in an envelope marked with your name 
and the name of your relative/friend and give to Liz Spencer-Fleet 

by Sunday 9th April. 
 

Alternatively, if you would like to make a donation towards flowers 
in the church at any time during the year in memory of a special 

occasion or a loved one, please contact  
Liz Spencer-Fleet (80 560055). 
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The real message of Easter 
 

óWhen you die, thatôs it. Nothing. Out like a light.ô Thatôs what 
the man in the pub said, and his mates all nodded, though the 
one whose mother had died the week before wasnôt really quite 
so certain.  

Still, it seemed to make sense. After all, we know what ódeadô means: dead leaves, dead batteries, 
dead fish, dead pets . . . and dead people, to be honest. While we recognise that itôs all too easy to 
go from alive to dead, weôve got serious doubts about the possibility of any return journeys.  

Which is why Christians have an uphill task at Easter. Jesus was a great man, and people want to 
remember how He died. Fair enough. But it starts getting complicated when Christians insist that 
Jesus died but didnôt stay dead - in fact, that Heôs alive now. That óreturn journeyô has happened, 
they say.  

Thatôs the problem about Easter. Christians persisting in what sounds like a ridiculous belief. If 
they just dropped the resurrection bit, and concentrated on the wonderful teaching of Jesus and 
His example of generosity, compassion and love then everybody would find Christianity much 
more believable. Wouldnôt that make sense? And wouldnôt that fill the churches again? 

Well, it might (or, more likely, it might not). But in any case, the trouble is that it wouldnôt be 
Christianity at all. The faith of Christians actually depends on the resurrection of Jesus, and always 
has done, right from the earliest days. After the crucifixion the body of Jesus was taken down from 
the cross by some of His friends and put in a rock tomb with a heavy stone. But after His death, 
His followers claimed that they had met Him, seen Him, talked with Him.  

So certain was their belief that nothing could make them recant it. Not ridicule, not torture, not 
even death itself. They couldnôt do it because they were absolutely convinced that it had 
happened. Plenty of clever and powerful people at the time had a vested interest in proving them 
wrong. It shouldnôt have been difficult to prove that a dead man had stayed dead, especially when 
you have at your disposal the resources of the greatest empire in history. Yet they didnôt do it, 
because it couldnôt be done.  

Still today millions of people all over the world believe that Jesus did in fact rise from the dead. 
They include brilliant scientists and philosophers as well as plenty of óordinaryô men and women of 
all ages. They believe it because they respect the witness of those first Christians, and because in 
many cases their own lives have been transformed by a relationship with Jesus - a relationship 
that wouldnôt make sense if He were dead! 

Christians donôt put their faith in a dead hero from the past, but in Someone who is alive and active 
in their own lives and in the world. That, in a nutshell, is the real message of Easter. 

The trees that remind us of Easter 
 
Yew trees are linked with Resurrection, which makes them extra special around Easter time. Yew 
trees exemplify on-going Life. They are probably the oldest living organisms in Europe, with one in the 
churchyard of Fortingall, a thatched Perthshire village, thought to be as much as 5,000 years old ï 
which made it already about 3,000 years old on the first Easter! 
 
For centuries, yews have been revered as sacred, 
and it is easy to see why: yews are dense, dark 
evergreens, with bright red poisonous berries, 
and they have the most amazing power to 
regenerate. Cut a yew back, and it will regrow. 
Drop a branch and it can form new roots. Beams 
made of yew have even been known to sprout 
again, long after they have been built into houses. 
 
Some people believe that yews began as cuttings 
from the original Tree of Life, some of which were 
taken to the British Isles in the dawn of the world.  

Easter Eggs 
 

Though a great success commercially 
We ask (if maybe controversially) 
Are the lessons of the lectionary 
Really found in such confectionary? 
 

Nigel Beeton 
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MOVIE MOMENTS 
 

Films make people think. This provides a wonderful opportunity for Christians to help people to 
think about the spiritual and moral issues raised by those films. And so it is that EthosMedia.org 
is working closely with Disney, and other film companies, to create a series of thought-provoking 
spiritual reflections on new films as they come out in the cinema or on DVD.  


