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At Pear Tree Church WE AIM to love God and our neighbours. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

THE PURPOSE of the Church in Pear Tree is to provide a place of worship  
where all people are welcome and encouraged to experience Godôs love in  
faith and prayer; where we will reach out as witnesses to discover the needs  
of the local and wider communities using our gifts and resources and proclaim  

the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Revd Miles Newton (Tel. 80441124) is Priest-in-Charge of Pear Tree Church 
and Vicar of St. Markôs Church, Woolston 
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Dear Friends  

 

A s you read this, we are all into that time, the time of December, the time of spend !!!. - 

because that is what happens. In December we all go out to the shops (or online nowadays) 

to obtain presents for our families.  This is most pleasing, to give with thought and love in time to 

select suitable gifts. What do they say? "To give is far better than to receive" This is true, to see 

the joy in the faces of our children, parents, partners alike, when they open the gifts. 

 

However, this cost of Christmas presents worries me. The credit card companies, banks, money 

loan companies, etc. just reap the rewards.  They do not care if the individuals/card holders can 

afford the pay backs.. We have so much poverty/debt nowadays in our country and the world alike  

but it appears that demand overrules everything else.  Demand is caused in many ways by 

television adverts, general media and shop front banners  etc.  It is the cost of toys, games 

computer appliances, which has become totally out of hand (or pocket). Something surely has to 

happen, to put a stop to the ever increasing costs. 

 

How times have changed over the years; yes, many decades ago we still had poverty  but not on 

the scale we have now. Poverty is still with us but now itôs debt which goes along with it. The cost 

of Christmas put on us all, especially the young parents of families, is vast. 

 

We all have to be aware of what is happening around us, food banks are reaching crisis points, 

stress and mental health issues are at their highest, depression is far more common nowadays. 

I'm not saying December alone causes these problems, but it is by far the greatest single 

contributor to poverty and debt. 

 

December is and should be joyful, the giving of gifts, the buying of gifts, the trees, the decorations, 

the joy and happiness and the expectation of our Lordôs coming, the love and joy within our 

families. Yes, December  can be great 

 

We are all asked during this time  to pray for all those whose 

needs are many, the lonely, those who have financial hardships, 

those who will spend Christmas without their loved ones, those 

who are ill and in hospital  AND all those who are dear to our 

hearts. 

 

May I wish you all a very joyful and happy Christmas  and a 

peaceful  New Year. 

 

Keith  Sydenham , LLM (Emeritus)  
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SUN 2 DEC  

 10.00 a.m. 
11.15 a.m. 

Parish Communion 
Mission Table in the Church Hall 

   
MON 3 DEC 10.00 a.m. Crafty Coffee Morning in the Church Hall  

- all welcome 
   
TUE 4 DEC 9.30 a.m. 

7.30 p.m. 
Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 
Compline in the Church - all welcome 

   
FRI 7 DEC 7.00 p.m. Pear Tree Quilters Christmas Party in the  

Church Hall 
   
SUN 9 DEC  

 10.00 a.m. 
4.00 p.m. 

Parish Communion 
Carols by Candlelight in Pear Tree Church 

   
TUE 11 DEC 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the Church  
   
SAT 15 DEC 10.30 a.m. Messy Church in the Church Hall 

- see page 18  
   
SAT 15 DEC 
SUN 16 DEC 

11.00 am-4.00 pm 
2.00-5.00 pm 

)   St. Markôs Christmas Tree Festival 
)   - see page 18 

   
SUN 16 DEC  

 10.00 a.m. 
5.00 p.m. 

 
6.30 p.m. 

Worship Together Service at Pear Tree with Nativity 
Community Carol Service supported by Churches Together in Itchen 
at the Salvation Army Hall, North East Road 
Christmas Carol Service at St. Markôs Church 

   
MON 17 DEC 10.00 a.m. Crafty Coffee Morning in the Church Hall - all welcome 
   
TUE 18 DEC 9.30 a.m. 

6.00 p.m. 
6.45 p.m. 

Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 
Carol Singing at Hawthorns Care Home, St.Anneôs Road, Woolston 
Carol Singing at Rosewood Care Home, 131A Swift Road, Woolston 

   
WED 19 DEC 6.30 p.m. 

7.15 p.m. 
Carol Singing at Pear Tree House, Pear Tree Avenue 
Carol Singing at Leslie Loader House, Pear Tree Avenue 

   
THU 20 DEC 9.30-11.30 am Ludlow Junior School Carol Services in the Church 
   
SAT 22 DEC 2.30 p.m. Wedding in the Church 
   
SUN 23 DEC  

 10.00 a.m. Parish Communion 
   
MON 24 DEC  

 4.30 p.m. 
11.00 p.m. 

Christingle Service  
Midnight Communion 

   
TUE 25 DEC  

 10.00 a.m. Worship Together Service at Pear Tree Church 
   

 December/January Diary 

Advent!   
 Dark mornings, dark 
evenings, but the 

darkness is about to be 
vanquished by the light 

of Christmas.  
And beyond Christmas, 
and the glorious light 
 of Easter, there is the 
ultimate light of  
Christôs promised 
return one day.   

 

Enjoy the Advent 
reading:  

 

ñThe people who 
walked in 

darkness have 
seen a great 
lightò  

 

Advent reminds us 
that our God brings 
light into the darkness. 
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FRI 4 JAN 7.00 p.m. Pear Tree Quilters in the Church Hall 

   

SUN 6 JAN  

 10.00 a.m. Parish Communion 

   

MON 7 JAN 10.00 a.m. Crafty Coffee Morning in the Church Hall - all welcome 

   

TUE 8 JAN 9.30 p.m. Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 

   

WED 9 JAN 7.30 p.m. PCC meeting in the Hall Committee Room - note change of date 

   

FRI 11 JAN 6.00 p.m. Family Fun Disco Evening - see page 19 

   

SUN 13 JAN  

 10.00 a.m. 
5.00 p.m. 

Service of the Word 
Churches Together in Itchen AGM in St. Patrickôs Church Hall 

   
TUE 15 JAN 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 

   

FRI 18 JAN          Start of Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

   

SUN 20 JAN  

 10.00 a.m. Worship Together Service at Pear Tree Church 

   

MON 21 JAN 10.00 a.m. Crafty Coffee Morning in the Church Hall - all welcome 

   

TUE 22 JAN 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 

   

FRI 25 JAN 7.00 p.m. Playersô Theatre production of ñCinderellaò in the Church Hall - see page 19 

   

SAT 26 JAN 7.00 p.m. Playersô Theatre production of ñCinderellaò in the Church Hall - see page 19 

   

SUN 27 JAN  

 10.00 a.m. Parish Worship (non-Communion) 

   

TUE 29 JAN 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the Church - all welcome 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is a worldwide movement 
of Christians of many denominations, languages, races and 

cultures, who are engaged in praying and working for the unity of 
Christians in the service of the wider redemption, unity and peace 
of all peoples. Every year the dates are the same, 18 to 25 

January, regardless of the days of the week.  

SUN 30 DEC  

 10.00 a.m. Worship Together Service at St. Markôs Church 
NO SERVICE AT PEAR TREE CHURCH 
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When they had heard the king, they departed; 
and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went 
before them, till it came and stood over where the 
young child was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  
 
And when they were come into the house, they 
saw the young child with Mary his mother, and 
fell down, and worshipped him: and when they 
had opened their treasures, they presented unto 
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
The visit of the magi to Jesus is often presented 
as a cosy story of three oriental kings with gifts 
for a baby in a stable! As Matthew says nothing 
about a stable or kings, how does he want us to 
understand this story? 
 
The Star 
In the ancient world it was commonly accepted 
that when an important event took place on earth 
it would be reflected in the heavens. As they also 
accepted that God communicated through stars 
and planets, their interest in the óstar in the 
eastô (2) is not surprising. In fact, it was probably 
a conjunction of Jupiter (a royal planet) and 
Saturn (representing the Jews) in 7 BC. 
How should we view astrology today? 
 
The Magi 
The Magi were astrologers from what we know 
today as Iraq. As experts in interpreting the sky, 
they set off to find a new king that was foretold. 
Today we would probably identify them as ónew-
agersô, seeking spiritual experiences in a whole 
range of different things. 
Where do we find óseekersô after Jesus today? 
 
The Child 
At the time there was a universal expectation of a 
new ruler appearing on the world stage. 
Therefore, their search for the óking of the Jewsô 
was as much political as spiritual. No wonder that 
Herod took the news so badly! Jesus was not just 
born king of the Jews, but as a universal ruler 
who would bring Godôs justice and peace to the 
whole world.  
In what ways can we give Jesus our worship this 
Christmas? 
 

The Magiôs gifts remind us that the man born to 
be king is also the man born to die. And so the 
soldiers at the cross are the first Gentiles 
following the Magi to call Jesus óking of the 
Jewsô (27:29). 

Why does it begin at midnight with Holy 
Communion?  
 
The hour was first chosen at Rome in the fifth 
century to symbolise the idea that Christ was 
born at midnight ï a mystical idea in no way 
hindered by historical evidence! No one knows 
the hour of his birth.  
 
Certainly in recent times, Holy Communion at 
midnight on 
Christmas 
morning has 
proved popular 
with modern 
families. One 
British writer 
pointed out its 
ñdomestic 
convenienceò in 
1947: ñfor where 
there are children 
and no servants, 
husband and wife 
may be unable to 
communicate at 
any other 
time.ò (So things donôt change, then!) 
 
As for Christmas itself, let Matthew tell it his 
way (Matthew 2: 1 ï 11)éé... 
 

Christmas ï according to the  
Gospel of St Matthew  

 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold 
there came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem, saying, ñWhere is he that is born 
King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in 
the east, and are come to worship him.ò 
 
When Herod the king had heard these things, 
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
And when he had gathered all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people together, he 
demanded of them where Christ should be 
born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of 
Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 
And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 
not the least among the princes of Judah: for 
out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall 
rule my people Israel. 
 
Then Herod, when he had privately called the 
wise men, inquired of them diligently what time 
the star appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently 
for the young child; and when ye have found 
him, bring me word again, that I may come and 
worship him also. 

December 25th - Christmas Day  
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This is a special invitation to come along with your family,  
friends and neighbours and join us for our  

special Christmas services ...... 
 
 

           
  
 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
4.00 p.m. Sunday 9th December 

in Pear Tree Church 
   

WORSHIP TOGETHER and NATIVITY SERVICE 
10.00 a.m. Sunday 16th December 

in Pear Tree Church 
 

COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE 
SUPPORTED BY CHURCHES TOGETHER IN ITCHEN 

5.00 p.m. Sunday 16th December 
at the Salvation Army Hall, North East Road, Sholing 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 
6.30 p.m. Sunday 16th December 

in St. Markõs Church, Weston Grove Road, Woolston 
 

PARISH COMMUNION 
10.00 a.m. Sunday 23rd December 

in Pear Tree Church 
 

CHRISTINGLE 
4.30 p.m. Christmas Eve in Pear Tree Church, followed by .... 

 

MIDNIGHT COMMUNION 
11.00 p.m. Christmas Eve in Pear Tree Church 

 

WORSHIP TOGETHER  SERVICE 
10.00 a.m. Christmas Day  

in Pear Tree Church 
 
 
 
 



~ 8 ~ 

Pear Tree Parish Magazine                                                                                                     December/January 2018/19 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
If you would like to make a donation towards 
the cost of Christmas flowers, please contact 

Liz Spencer-Fleet (80 560055). 

PLEASE REMEMBER é.. 
donõt throw away your used postage stamps. 
These can be used to raise money for 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People. Please give  
to Keith Sydenham or leave on the  

Church table. 

PARISH 
 CHRISTMAS CARD 

 

The idea is simple. 

To avoid writing piles of Christmas cards to 

your friends in the church, just write your 

Christmas greeting on the Parish Card on the 

notice board in the Church and put the money 

you would have spent on buying cards for each 

other in the collection tin. 

All proceeds will go to the Countess 

Mountbatten Hospice. 

CAROL SINGING  
AROUND THE PARISH 

 

Throughout December the choirs of 
Pear Tree and St. Markõs Church will be 
singing at various Residential Homes in 

Pear Tree and Woolston. 
There is a full list of times and dates on 
our December diary page (p.4) and on 
the church notice board. Why not come 
along and join us?   All welcome. 

What sort of a Christmas card person are you? 
 

The time to send and receive Christmas cards has 
come round again ï time for our annual shock at the 
cost of coloured card and disbelief at what the Post 
Office wants to send them. 
 

It seems there are three kinds of people when it comes 
to Christmas cards: the total abstainers, the total givers 
and the selective givers.  
 

Abstainers write óHappy Christmas everyoneô on 
Facebook, and consider the job well done. Total givers 
spend a fortune on cards and stamps and send them to 
everyone they know. Selective givers try to cut corners, 
but then cannot remember who sent who what, and as 
the cards pour through their door, spend time 
worryingé 
 

However you do it, it is good to stay in yearly touch with 
your widest circle of friends and family. Proverbs points 
out that: óLike cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good 
news from a far country.ô Prov 25:25. They will enjoy 
hearing from you! 

Post those cards on time!  
Final posting dates are as follows: 
 

7th Dec:  Far East and Eastern Europe. 
7th Dec:  The Caribbean.  
10th Dec:  Australia and New Zealand. 
14th Dec:  Germany, Italy and Poland. 
14th Dec:  Canada, Sweden and USA. 
17th Dec:  Austria, Netherlands and Spain. 
18th Dec:  France, Belgium, Ireland.  
18th Dec:   last date for 2nd class UK post 
20th Dec: last date for 1st class UK post. 
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 Christingle:  
 a generous present from the Moravians  
 

It is the Moravians whom we have to thank for bringing us the Christingle.  
Especially one Moravian clergyman: John de Watteville. 

On 20th December, 1747, John de Watteville was taking a childrenõs service in his 
Moravian church in Marienborn, Germany.   He led the children in some hymns, and 
read out verses which the children themselves had written to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. Then he explained to the children that true happiness only comes through 
knowing Jesus.  Jesus, said John de Watteville, òhas kindled in each little heart a 
flame which keeps burning to their joy and our happinessó. 

John de Watteville then went on to illustrate that ôflameõ.   He gave each child a 
little lighted wax candle, tied around with a red ribbon.   He ended his service with a 
little prayer:   òLord Jesus, kindle a flame in these childrenõs hearts, that theirs like 
Thine becomeó.  

The visual aid was a great success with the children; for the Marienborn Diary for 
that day concludes: òhereupon the children went full of joy with their lighted 
candles to their rooms and so went glad and happy to bedó. 

The candle and red ribbon were remembered the following year, and the following 
after thaté. The years came and went, and as the Moravians began to travel beyond 
Germany, so they took the custom with them:  to Labrador, to Pennsylvania, to Tibet 
and Suriname, to the Caribbean and South Africa.   In each country the Christians 
adapted it for their own use. 

No one knows for certain when the word ôChristingleõ was first used with regard to 
the custom.   No one even knows where the word ôChristingleõ comes from.   Some 
people say it is from the old Saxon word ôingleõ (fire), meaning ôChrist-fire or lightõ. 
Another theory is that it derives from the German ôengelõ (angel), meaning ôChrist-
angelõ. 

In any event, the symbolism of Christingle gradually developed, until today the 
Moravians in the British Province use an orange, representing the world, with a 
lighted candle to represent Christ, the Light of the World. Nuts, raisins and sweets 
on cocktail sticks around the candle represent Godõs bounty and goodness in 
providing the fruits of the earth. Red paper, forming a frill around the base of the 
candle, reminds us of the blood of Christ shed for all people on the cross at Calvary. 

In Moravian churches, the Christingle Service is usually held on the Sunday before 
Christmas or on Christmas Eve. The website for the Moravian Church says:  òWe are 
glad that the Moravian Church has been able to make this contribution to the wider 
Christian world.ó 
 

A Christingle Service will be held in Pear Tree Church 
on Christmas Eve at 4.30 p.m. 


